[Burns among the elderly. Occurrence, causes, local treatment].
Burns in geriatric patients carry a grave prognosis. Reduced thickness of the skin and reduced mobility make older persons susceptible to deep burns. First-aid treatment is insufficient in most instances and generally, there is a delay in seeking medical treatment. Pre-existing degenerative diseases may account for numerous complications and a prolonged course. Accidents at home are most common. It is assumed that most of these could be prevented if proper precautions are taken. Our experiences from treatment of 85 geriatric burn patients at the Red Cross Clinic, Oslo, prompted the present study. We discuss various aspects of problems to geriatric patients.